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This annual report is intended to inform as well as to remind you, our customers, about the 

importance of your water quality. The Oceanside Water District (OWD) is committed to ensuring that 
your water meets the highest standards as regulated by The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and The Oregon Department of Health Services (ODHS).  The following information was developed 
from water quality sampling conducted throughout the 2013year.  

  
The Source of Your Water 

 
Your drinking water begins its journey high up on Mt. Meares where it springs up in a wetlands 

and travels down a series of tributaries creating the Short Creek water shed.   All of this surface water 
finds its way to the Short Creek impoundment.  Here the water is 
allowed to settle out most of its impurities prior to being pumped 
up to the district treatment plant as “raw” water.  The Short Creek 
water shed is located in the Netarts Bay/Sand Lake/Neskowin 
Creek Watershed in the Wilson-Trask-Nestucca  Sub-Basin. The 
raw water drawn from Short Creek has been determined through 
an Oregon Source Water Assessment Analysis conducted by the 
State of Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), to 
be susceptible to two high-risk contamination areas, both by 
means of land erosion.  For further information concerning your 
water and this analysis please contact the Oregon Department of 
Health Services and refer to the Source Water Assessment Report, Oceanside Water District, Oregon 

PWS#4100585.   
Once the raw water reaches the plant, it undergoes a 

flocculation, filtration and chlorination process. These steps, along with 
careful monitoring, ensure that the water is safe and clean and ready to 
be distributed to your home.  Four reservoirs located throughout the 
district offer a ready supply of over 600,000 gallons of treated water in 
order to meet the needs of the District's communities.  

As a community water system, monitoring and daily testing of 
your water is carried out as required by federal and state regulations 

concerning water quality protection.  The OWD staff are pleased to report that this district’s drinking 
water meets or exceeds all federal and state requirements.  If you have any questions or concerns about 
this report please contact the Oceanside Water District Watermaster, Alan Tuckey or Office Manager, 
Tami Walker at (503) 842-6462.  To learn more about your district and how it operates, please attend 
any regularly scheduled board meeting.  Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 5:30 
PM at the Cape Meares Community Center. 



 
 All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to 
contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More 
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by 
calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
at 1-800-426-4791. MCL’s are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects 
described for many regulated constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at 
the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect. 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general 
population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, 
persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system 
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should 
seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate 
means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).   The following terms and acronyms 
are made part of this report and provided as a reference to help you, to better understand the 
information presented: 

 
Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - One part per million corresponds to one minute 
in two years. 
 
Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - One part per billion corresponds to one minute in 
2,000 years.  
 
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - Nephelometric turbidity unit is a measure of the clarity of water. 
Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person. 
 
Action Level (AL) – The AL concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or 
other requirements which a water system must follow. 
 
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The MCL is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed 
in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment 
technology. 
 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The MCLG is the level of a contaminant in 
drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin 
of safety. 

 
Treatment Technique (TT) – A required process intended to reduce the level of contaminant in 

drinking water. 
 
The following test results are from OWD monitoring during the period of January 1st to 

December 31st, 2013: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TEST RESULTS 
Contaminant Violatio

n 
Y/N 

Level  
Detected 

Unit 
Measureme

nt 

MCLG MCL Likely Source of Contamination 

Microbiological Contaminants 
Total Coliform Bacteria                                       N  None Presenc

e/Absen
ce 

0 A presence of coliform 
bacteria in 5% of 
monthly samples. 

Naturally present in the 
environment. 

 Fecal coliform and             
E.coli 

  N None Presenc
e 
/Absenc
e 

0 A routine sample and 
repeat sample are total 
coliform positive, and 
one is also fecal 
coliform or E. coli 
positive. 

Human and animal fecal waste. 

 Turbidity   N 0.04-0.25 NTU 0.30 0.30 Soil runoff; cloudiness of the 
water. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

Contaminant Violatio
n 

Y/N 

Level  
Detected 

Unit 
Measureme

nt 

MCLG MCL Likely Source of Contamination 

Inorganic Contaminants 
Arsenic 
Tested: 09/12/07 

N ND ppm 0.010 0.010 Erosion from natural deposits, runoff 
from orchards. 

Copper 
Tested: 10/01/13 

N Highest  
level 
recorded: 
0.24ppm 

ppm 
 

0     1.3 Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems; erosion of natural deposits; 
leaching from wood preservatives. 

Lead 
Tested: 10/01/13 
 
 

N Action 
Level: 
One (1) 
home 
tested at 
19ppb   * 

ppb 0    15 Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems, erosion of natural deposits 
*(Not a District wide issue potable 
water pH maintained at >7.3) 

Nitrate (as Nitrogen) 
Tested: 08/23/13 

N 0.8 ppm 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching 
from septic tanks, sewage; erosion of 
natural deposits 

Microbiological Contaminants:  
 
Total Coliform. Coliform bacteria are naturally present in the environment and are used as 
an indicator that other, potentially more harmful bacteria may be present. 
  
Fecal coliform/E.coli.  The presence of Fecal Coliform/ E. coli bacteria in water indicates a  
contamination problem with human or animal wastes.  Microbes in these wastes can cause 
short-term effects, such as diarrhea, cramps, nausea, headaches, or other symptoms. They 
may pose a special health risk for infants, young children, and people with severely 
compromised immune systems. 
  
Turbidity. Turbidity has no health effects. However, turbidity can interfere with disinfection 
and provide a medium for microbial growth. Turbidity may indicate the presence of disease-
causing organisms. These organisms include bacteria, viruses, and parasites that can cause 
symptoms such as nausea, cramps, diarrhea, and associated headaches. 
 



 
 

   
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Contaminant Violatio
n 

Y/N 

Level  
Detected 

Unit 
Measurement 

MCLG MCL Likely Source of Contamination 

Volatile (VOC) & Synthetic (SOC) Organic Compounds 
Twenty-one (21) 
Regulated &     
Thirty-five (35)  
Unregulated 
VOCs 
Tested: 09/03/13 
Twenty-nine (29)   
Regulated &  
Thirteen (13) 
Unregulated SOCs 
Tested: 09/02/11 

N 
 
 
 
 

N 

ND 
 
 
 
 

ND 

ppm 
 
 
 
 

ppm 
 

0 
 
 
 
 
0 

Various 
MCLs 

 
 
 

Various 
MCLs  

Industrial discharge, plastics 
leachate,  herbicide runoff. 
 
 
 
Industrial discharge, plastics 
leachate, herbicide runoff. 

Disinfection By-Products 
TTHM 
(Total trihalomethanes) 
Tested 02/28/14 

N 28 ppb 0 80 By-Product of drinking water 
chlorination 

HAA5 
(HaloAcetic Acids) 
Tested 03/20/12 

N 5 ppb 0 60 By-Product of drinking water 
chlorination 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Emergency Action Alert: 
The District would like to remind its customers that living along the scenic Oregon 
Coast presents many unique dangers that could easily effect your water supply.  The 

Organic Contaminants: 
 
TTHMs (Total Trihalomethanes)  HAA5 (HaloAcetic Acids) and VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds): Some people who 
drink water containing TTHMs, HAA5s, or VOCs  in excess of MCL over many years may experience problems with their 
liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increase risk of getting cancer. 
TOCs (Total Organic Carbon) Used as a surrogate for Disinfection byproducts (DBP) formation potential. 
 

Inorganic Contaminants: 
 
Arsenic. There was no arsenic detected in your drinking water. The EPA continues to research 
the health effects of low levels of arsenic. Arsenic is a mineral known to cause cancer in 
humans at high concentrations and is linked to other health effects such as skin damage and 
circulatory problems. 
Nitrate. Our nitrate levels are well below the maximum level. Infants below the age of six 
months whose formula is made with water containing nitrate in excess of the MCL could 
become seriously ill. Symptoms include shortness of breath and blue-baby syndrome.  
Copper. Copper is an essential nutrient, but some people who drink water containing copper in 
excess of the action level over a relatively short amount of time could experience 
gastrointestinal distress. Some people who drink water containing copper in excess of the 
action level over many years could suffer liver or kidney damage. People with Wilson’s 
Disease should consult their personal doctor. 
Lead. Infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level could 
experience delays in their physical or mental development. Children could show slight deficits 
in attention span and learning abilities. Adults who drink this water over many years could 
develop kidney problems or high blood pressure. 



possibility of land and surf erosion, power outages, damaging  winds, seismic activity, fire conditions 
and flooding potential are just some of the realities we are faced with.  Any one of these hazards can 
significantly impact the district's ability to produce and deliver clean, potable water to your home.  If 
such an emergency does present itself,  the District will  alert its customers as best it can by posting a 
written warning at both the Oceanside Community Center and the Cape Meares Community Center, 
emailing out warning notices, and setting out message barricades. In severe cases, a “Boil Water” 
notice will be broad-casted over the local Tillamook radio station as well as being posted as previously 
described.  Regardless of the emergency condition, the District asks its customers to use discretion in 
their use of water and to remain aware of any further notification.  
 
Protect Your Investment: 
 The District suggests that when leaving your home unattended for extended periods of time (five 
days or more), that you turn your water off at the meter.  Please make sure that the district office has a 
current phone number on file of where you can be reached while you’re away.  If you would also like 
to be added to the District's  emergency notice email list, please do so by contacting the district office 
with that information.    
 Each homeowner should have a shut-off valve on the customer-
side of the meter.(See picture)  If one is not present, please call the 
district office to schedule an installation for a slight fee.  Upon returning 
home it is best to allow the water to slowly recharge your pipes and 
remember to purge your plumbing system of the stagnant water and air 
through various faucets and spigots throughout your home before using 
your water. 
    
Cross-Connection Control: 
 
          Do you have any of the following? 

• Swimming Pool    
• Hot-Tub 
• Active Solar Unit 
• Fire Sprinkler System 
• Large Scale Water Feature 
• Underground Lawn Irrigation System 
 

      If you do, you are required by the State of Oregon to install a cross-connection assembly for the 
protection of the entire water system. This assembly must be inspected annually by a certified 
inspector. As a service to our customers, the OWD staff will, at your convenience and at no charge, 
help you determine if a back-flow prevention assembly is needed for your home. 
      In September all back-flow prevention device owners will be receiving a letter from the District. 
This letter will act as a reminder to have your back-flow device inspected and a copy of the results 
forwarded to OWD by the end of the calendar year.  If the district does not receive these results a fine 
of $50/month will be assessed for the delinquency and the District will have the back-flow device 
inspected by the end of March. 

NOTICE OF USER FEE INCREASE-EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2010: 
The basic monthly service charge for the Oceanside Water District will increase from $40 to $45, per 
single family dwelling, effective July 1, 2012. This year's $5 rate increase will go solely towards an 
increase for the future plant replacement fund.  By the end of next fiscal year the district should have $ 
-$ in this fund alone, accelerating bringing us closer to . This upcoming year we will have a completed 
Master Plan Update for the District. This plan will identify needed capital improvements over the next 



10 years. We anticipate the replacement of our antiquated water plant equipment will be addressed as a 
high priority. We are also still planning for the likely need to install an Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection 
System for our existing water plant by 2016.  All these water plant improvements will require seismic 
upgrades to our existing water plant structure. Since the capital expenditures for the UV Disinfection 
and seismic upgrade are expected to be significant, we are building up a fund over the next 5 years to 
pay for the cost of these improvements in order to avoid borrowing funds. Even with the increase of $5 
per month in our basic charge, the rates for the Oceanside Water District will remain substantially 
below the average rate of $55 per month for coastal Oregon water Districts.  

Watermaster Note – It has been a productive year for the Oceanside Water District and we are grateful 
for many things.  The filtration plant continues to operate at its optimum level of operation despite its 
age and in doing so allows the District's Plant Replacement Fund time to grow.  We continue to rebuild 
and replace sections of the distribution system that have plagued the District with leaks in the past and 
it shows.   
 I would like to remind our customers that we are all fortunate to be able to have access to such 
an abundant supply of some of the cleanest, natural water available on the planet. The District staff 
would like to thank its customers for allowing us the opportunity to continue to provide your family 
with this resource. The District staff works hard to maintain a safe and dependable water supply 
through constant upgrades as well as repairs to the water system.  This year's budget increase of 
$5/month reflects the District continued commitment to maintaining a quality service for its customers.         
 As always, the District staff asks you, our customers, for your continued support and vigilance 
in reporting leaks and any suspicious behavior associated with the system tanks or equipment. This is a 
community water system, and it takes a concerned community to keep it safe and viable.  Please do not 
hesitate to give us a call if you have questions or concerns about your water supply.  Thank you all. 
A NOTE TO O.W.D. CUSTOMERS: On behalf of my fellow Commissioners, I would like to thank 
our Watermaster, Alan Tuckey, his assistant, Rob Robinson, and the administrative staff of N.O.S.D., 
Office Manager, Tami Walker, Yvonnette Blaser, and Becky Glassburn. Their combined efforts over 
the past year have provided the O.W.D. with professional, efficient, and courteous service that is 
greatly appreciated. 

        The Oceanside Water District is in need of a series of upgrades/replacements over the next 5-10 
years. Last year, and again this year, the Board has increased rates to address the cost of these 
improvements.  Having these funds in reserve will result in less money borrowed, at lower interest, 
thereby providing real savings to O.W.D. customers. We can look forward to safe, affordable drinking 
water for the future. 
        I would like to thank the N.O.S.D. Directors for sharing their building and staff to support our 
administrative services. While it’s true O.W.D. pays for these services, the co-operation and support is 
a win-win for our communities. Respectfully, Bob Garrigues, Chair, O.W.D. 

 
 


